OBTAIN (to get what you want)

a) Request object (e.g., asks for toy)

b) Continue action (e.g., wants more swinging)

c) Request more (e.g., more crackers)

d) Requests new object (e.g., leads you to different toy)
)

e) Makes choices (e.g., pointing to or looking at preferred choice)

BEHAVIORS

REFUSE (to stop what you don't like)

a) Reject (e.g., doesn’t like their hair being brushed)
b) Express discomfort (e.g., communicate when hungry, in pain, startled)
c) Protest (e.g., doesn’t want broccoli)

BEHAVIORS



SOCIALIZE ( connect with others)

a) Show interest in other people (e.g., likes when grandma comes to visit)
b) Show affection (e.g., puts hands on your face)

c) Attract attention (e.g., screaming when upset)

d) Greetings (e.g., waving goodbye)

e) Sharing (e.g., offering food to a friend)

BEHAVIORS

SEEK INFORMATION (questions & comments)

a) Answer “Yes/no” questions (e.g., “Do you want more juice?")
b) Asks questions (rising intonation for “Mommy?")

)
)
c) Names things (e.g., looks at books and tries to say words)
d) Makes comments (e.g., “it's hot.”)

BEHAVIORS

This is a screening tool adapted from the Communication Matrix.

For more in-depth assessment, go to communicationmatrix.org.
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